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“You’re a Real Museum Now.” That’s what 
one visitor told me after spending a few 
hours in our new exhibition Revolution: 
The First 2000 Years of Computing. I ap-
preciate the sentiment, and it echoes the 
great reviews we are getting for both the 
physical and online versions. We seem to 
have a hit on our hands. It is particularly 
pleasing that we are getting high marks 
from the non-technical audience, because 
we tried hard to make sure it worked for 
them; in fact they were the designated 

“primary target.”
But that remark prompts two contradic-

tory thoughts: (1) with a 30+ year history, 
we’ve been a real museum for a while now, 
and (2) we have lots more to do, so we’re 
not done yet.

Our “real museum” pre-Revolution 
history includes amassing an incredible col-
lection of over 75,000 physical and virtual 
objects. It includes creating many physical 
and online exhibits over the years, wel-
coming hundreds of thousands of physical 
visitors and tens of millions online, holding 
hundreds of public events, recording over 
500 detailed oral histories, publishing an 
episodic magazine, restoring several big 
old computers, and inducting 57 living pio-
neers as “Fellows of the Computer History 
Museum.”Milestones include buying and 
remodeling a beautiful headquarters build-
ing and a separate high-ceiling warehouse, 
raising a respectable endowment, and 
closing 16 consecutive years in California 
in the black.

But our ambitions are big and our plate 
is still full. We want to increase our rate of 
collecting digital assets, especially historic 
software. We want to make sure we have 
an appropriate repository for the digital 
collection that guarantees preservation 
safety, reliable provenance, and public ac-
cess. We want to demonstrate our commit-
ment to preserving the technical, business, 
and social history of software as much as 
of hardware. We want to be more involved 
with the academic historical community. 
We want to increase our educational 
outreach to schools of an appropriate 
level. We want to communicate not only 
the facts of “what happened,” but also 
the “why” and the “so what,” by creating 
exhibits, fi lms, publications, and events 
that highlight the role of computing in the 
transformation of technology and society.

So we have lots to do that will make us 
even “more real.” Many thanks to all our 
supporters—contributors, volunteers, staff, 
trustees, and members—who got us here, 
and who we hope will help us be even bet-
ter in the future. Stay tuned for more!
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Cover:
Fowler “Jubilee Magnum” 
Extra Long Scale 
Calculator, 1948 
Fowlers (Calculators) Ltd., 
based in Manchester, UK, 
specialized in circular slide 
rules. This 50th anniversary 
model contained a spiral 
scale well over six feet in 
length, yielding much greater 
calculation precision than a 
typical ten-inch slide rule.

Opposite Page:
Hollerith Electric Tabulating 
System (replica), 1890
Herman Hollerith designed a 
system around punched cards 
and tabulating machines to 
successfully complete the 
1890 U.S. census on time. 
These dials on the tabulator 
indicated the number of cards 
counted with holes punched 
in a particular position.

A REAL 
MUSEUM

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N



The milestone year of Fiscal 2011 turned 
out to be everything we had hoped it 
would be for the Museum, and more.

The $20 million renovation and ex-
pansion of our public spaces provided a 
handsome home for Revolution: The First 
2000 Years of Computing, as well as new 
café and retail areas. Revolution opened to 
gratifying critical acclaim in January, and 
the crowds began to respond almost as 
soon as we opened the doors. 

Thanks to the efforts of our dedicated 
staff and a legion of new volunteers, 
we absorbed the changes smoothly and 
unveiled a new raft of welcoming, educa-
tional and entertaining programs. At the 
same time, we introduced a bold new ad-
dition to computerhistory.org: a complete 
digital version of Revolution that extends 
our content and educational outreach to 
the world. 

Guests such as Mark Zuckerberg, Paul 
Allen, Bill Draper and Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Jane Smiley added impact 
and luster to our live public presentations. 
And we added to our long list of strategic 
partners, including kqed and npr. 

The net effect of these changes has been 
incredibly gratifying to the entire Museum 
community. We’ve witnessed large in-
creases in attendance, steady growth in our 
online traffi c, a sustained spike in viewer-
ship of our YouTube channel, new interest 
in our education program, and increased 
use of the Museum as a cultural resource 
for the Bay Area. 

As Len noted in his letter, we are only 
just getting started. Yet as we celebrate 
this progress and momentum, it’s appro-
priate that we pause to say the two most 
important words I can think of at this 
crossroads in our history: thank you. 
All of this has been made possible by your 
generosity, your enthusiasm and your con-
tinuing support.

We look forward to working together 
with you to bring the vital story of com-
puting and its ongoing impact to the com-
munity and to the world.

Yours sincerely,

DEAR FRIENDS
 OF THE MUSEUM:

J O H N  C .  H O L L A R
P R E S I D E N T  &  C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C E O

Different galleries found in Revolution. Photography by Mark Richards

E X H I B I T I O N  U P DAT E

A YEAR 
OF REVOLUTION



E X H I B I T I O N  U P DAT E

“SILICON VALLEY’S 
 ANSWER TO THE 
  SMITHSONIAN” 

USA TODAY

BLOOMBERG BUSINESSWEEK

“A MONUMENT 
 TO THE PAST 
 IN A REGION 
 THAT FORGETS 
 IT HAS ONE” 



E X H I B I T I O N  U P DAT E

 “A RICH AND 
  FASCINATING 
  ACCOUNT OF THE 
  EVOLUTION OF 
  COMPUTING” 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“ONE OF THE VALLEY’S     
 MOST IMPORTANT
 CULTURAL 
 INSTITUTIONS”

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS



4
2011 Fellows: Bill Joy, Whitfi eld Diffi e, Martin Hellman 
and Ralph Merkle 

268
Events held in 365 days 

82,362
Total catalog records

Students hosted in 5 months5,942
Artifacts catalogued

102

1,881

Oral Histories and Video Interviews collected
(Clockwise from upper left: Vinod Khosla, Ellen 
Isaacs, Hartmut Esslinger and Nolan Bushnell)

FY2011
HIGHLIGHTS



AN EVENTFUL 
YEAR

07.13 
The Foundation of Today’s 
Digital World: The Triumph of 
the MOS Transistor

Moderator
Dr. Ross Bassett
Professor of History,
North Carolina State
University

Speakers
Lewis M. Terman
Former President 
IBM Academy of Technology

Les Vadasz
Former President 
Intel Capital

David A. Hodges
Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus at UC Berkeley

07.15 
Before Bangalore and Silicon 
Valley: How Indian MIT and 
IIT Graduates Have Shaped 
Computing History

Moderator
Dr. Ross Bassett
Professor of History,
North Carolina State
University

Speaker
T.M. Ravi
Co-founder and CEO
Mimosa Systems, Inc

07.15 
The Facebook Effect 

Moderator
Guy Raz
NPR

Speakers 
David Kirkpatrick
Author of The Facebook 
Effect

Mark Zuckerberg
Facebook CEO

08.19 
Not Your Father’s Internet: 
Redefi ning Digital Culture

Moderator
Laura Sydell 
NPR

Speakers 
Dr. Genevieve Bell
Intel

Dr. Abigail De Kosnik
UC Berkeley

01.27  
The Man Who Invented the 
Computer

Moderator
John Hollar
President and CEO
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Jane Smiley
Pulitzer Prize winner 
and Author

02.10 
The Startup Game: 
Inside the Partnership 
Between Venture Capitalists 
and Entrepreneurs

Moderator
Dave Iverson
KQED

Speaker 
William H. Draper III
Author and Venture Investing 
Pioneer

In FY2011 the Museum kicked off its latest lecture 
series: Revolutionaries. The series features some 
of computing’s leading fi gures engaged in thought-
provoking and insightful conversations that educate 
and inform a broad audience, including those watching 
via our YouTube channel. Our lectures are yet another 
example of the Museum delivering on its mission to 
preserve and present for posterity the artifacts and 
stories of the Information Age. 

02.23 
40th Anniversary of SPICE

Moderator
David A. Hodges
Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus at UC Berkeley

Speakers
Kim Hailey
Co-founder of Meta-Software 
and PixelCam

Ken Kundert
Co-founder 
Designer’s Guide Consulting

Larry Nagel
Integrated Circuit 
Engineering

Ron Rohrer
Founder and Chairman  
Alto Technologies, Inc.

03.06 
Film Screening
Top Secret Rosies: 
The Female Computers 
of World War II

03.09 
Reality is Broken: Why 
Games Make Us Better and 
How They Can Change the 
World

Moderator
Laura Sydell 
NPR

Speaker
Jane McGonigal, Ph. D
Author 

04.06 
In The Plex: How Google 
Thinks, Works, and Shapes 
Our Lives. 

Moderator
Laura Sydell 
NPR

Speaker
Steven Levy
Author

04.25 
Idea Man: Author Paul Allen 
in Conversation with Jose 
Antonio Vargas

Moderator
Jose Antonio Vargas

Speaker
Paul Allen
Author and Microsoft 
Co-founder

05.11 
Computer Conservation in 
the United Kingdom: The 
EDSAC Replica Project

Speaker
Kevin Murrell
Secretary of the UK 
Computer Conservation 
Society 

05.11 
Sir Maurice Wilkes: The Man 
and His Machine

Speaker
Dr. David Hartley
Director of the Cambridge 
University Computing Service

06.29 
The History of Magnetic 
Striped Media Technology

Speaker
Jerome Svigals
Computer History Pioneer
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$3,059

Total

$5,620
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$5,681
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INCOME STATEMENT ($K)

Total Revenue

Total Expenses

Net Operating Income

   

Budgeted

$6,202

$6,135 

$67

Actual

$5,681 

$5,662 

$19

Variance

$(521) 

$(473)

$(48) 

REVENUE CATEGORIES ($K)

Donations

Endowment Draw

Earned Income 

Public Programs

Restricted & Other Revenue   

Amount

$2,505  

$1,160  

$1,315 

$554 

$147 

$5,681 

% of Total

44%

20%

23%

10%

3%

100%

EXPENSE CATEGORIES ($K)

Operations

Content & Public Programs

Marketing & Development

Amount

$619  

$4,541 

$460 

$5,620   

% of Total

11%

81%

8%

100%
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$3,583,000  
12.25%

$3,192,000
7.74% 

$4,035,000  
12.62%

$4,846,000  
20.09%

$4,997,000  
3.11%

$5,057,000  
1.21%

5,681,000 
12.3%



The Harlan E. Anderson 
Foundation

Laura and Gary Lauder 
Philanthropic Fund

John Mashey and Angela Hey

James and Patricia 
Markevitch

Robert and Katherine 
Maxfi eld

Bob McConnell

The McElwee Family

Debby Meredith and 
Curtis Cole 

Mendelsohn Family Fund

Richard Redelfs

Greg Shaw

Rob Shaw

Jan and Sylvia Uddenfeldt

Bruce Wonnacott

CORE FRIEND $1K+

Frances Allen

David Anderson

Constance and 
Charlie Bachman

Richard and Molly Bahr

John and Sheila Banning

Portia Isaacson Bass

Allen Baum and Donya White

Brian A. Berg

John and Maggie Best

Erich Bloch

Barry and Sharla Boehm

Lyle Bickley

Peter B. Bishop

Gene and Patricia Carter

Alison Chaiken

George Cogan and 
Fannie Allen

Wallace Colyer

John and Norma Crawford

Andrea Cunningham

Aart DeGeus and Ester John

Peter and Dorothy Denning

Lloyd and Eleanor Dickman

Charles Dilworth

Eric and Susan Dunn

Les Earnest

John Ehrman

David Emerson

Irwin and Concepcion 
Federman

Edward A. Feigenbaum 
and Penny Nii

Fenton Wurtz Family Fund

Robert Frankston

Samuel H. and 
Carol W. Fuller

John Galloway

Geschke Foundation

Dave and Deanna Gustavson

Diane and Peter Hart

Marcian and Judith Hoff

Charles and Jennifer House

Matthew and Connie Ives 
Family Fund

George and Emily Jaquette

Craig and Sally Jensen

The Ted and Ruth Johnson 
Family Foundation

The Dirk and Charlene 
Kabcenell Foundation

Robert Kahn and 
Patrice Lyons

Ray and Laurel Kaleda

Kanner Fund

Donald and Jill Knuth

CJ Koomen

Bernard Lacroute

Jan and Sofi a Laskowski

Catherine Lego

Dennis and Alexandra 
Lenehan

Leslie Family Foundation

Roy Levin and Jan Thomson

Loewenstern Foundation

David Martin

Don and Joyce Massaro

Craig J. Mathias

Marshall Kirsk McKusick and 
Eric P. Allman Foundation

The Avram Miller Family 
Foundation

Mooring Family Foundation

Dean and Lavon Morton

Malachy and Jane Moynihan

Stanley and Joan Myers

UKAI Naoya

Ronald and Jennifer 
Nicholson

Niemasik Kaufman 
Family Fund

Donald and Helen Nielson

Duane Northcutt and 
Monica Lam

The Parker Family 
Foundation

Lorna and Donn Parker

Sharon Pezzolo

Paul Pierce

James N. Porter

Frank and Denise Quattrone 
Foundation

Dennis M. Ritchie

Tim and Lisa Robinson

The Rock Foundation

John and Annie Rollins

Jack Rubin and 
Pat Yuzawa-Rubin

Peter and Valerie Samson

Jean Shuler

Sven Simonsen

Alvy R. Smith and 
Alison Gopnik

Elizabeth and Roger Sippl

Dick Sites

Larry and Barbara Sonsini

Robert and Lee Sproull

Wendy Stahl

Mark and Mary Stevens

Stratford Foundation

Studios Architecture

Bob Supnik

Pamela and Edward Taft

John and Elizabeth Toole

Jeanie Nieri Treichel

Lorna and Duane Wadsworth

Peter Wexler

Al Whaley

L. Curtis Widdoes Jr.

Paul Winalski

Susan and Anthony Wood

William A. Wulf and 
Anita K. Jones

Warren Yogi

Corporate Donor Board 
for FY2012

SUSTAINING 100K+

FOUNDING 50K+ 

INVESTING LEVEL 25K+

  

SUPPORTING 10K+

CONTRIBUTING 5K

studio1500

UPRIGHT 
M A R K E T I N G

Capital Campaign Donors*

EXA / $10M+

Donna Dubinsky and 
Leonard J Shustek 

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Elaine and Eric Hahn

PETA / $5M–$9.99M 

L. John Doerr and Ann Doerr

Jeff Hawkins and 
Janet Strauss

Gardner Hendrie and 
Karen Johansen

House Family Foundation

Intel Corporation

Intuit, in honor of founder 
Scott Cook

TERA / $1M – $4.99M

Anonymous

Gwen and C. Gordon Bell

Mike and Kristina Homer

Burgess and 
Elizabeth Jamieson

Gloria Miner

Max and Jodie Palevsky

Charles Simonyi Fund 
For Arts & Sciences

John and Sheree Shoch

GIGA / $500K -$999K 

Bill and Roberta Campbell

Lawrence and Janice Finch 

Fry’s Electronics 

Sheldon Laube and 
Nancy Engel, MD

Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation

Grant and Dorrit Saviers

Edward and Pamela Taft

Pierluigi Zappacosta 
and Enrica D’Ettorre

MEGA / $100K–$499K 

Applied Materials

 Steve Blank and Alison 
Elliott

Campbell Fund

Patricia and Gene Carter 

David Cheriton

Yogen and Peggy Dalal

Dunlevie Family

Fairchild Semiconductor

Robert Garner and 
Robin Beresford

Harvey Family

Andrea and John Hennessy

The Hitz Foundation

Mark Horowitz and 
Jody Buckley

The Dirk and Charlene 
Kabcenell Foundation

John Mashey and Angela Hey

Burton and 
Deedee McMurtry

Ike and Ronee Nassi

National Semiconductor

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

Bernard L Peuto

The Harry and Carol Saal 
Family Foundation

Daniel and Charmaine 
Warmenhoven 

KILO / 5K – $100K 

Sally M Abel and 
Mogens Lauritzen

David and Robin Anderson

David Babcock

Peggy Burke and 
Dennis Boyle

Lori Kulvin Crawford

Andrea Cunningham and 
Rand Siegfried

David Emerson

Carol and Chris Espinosa

Judy Estrin

Jack and Casey Carsten 

Samuel H Fuller

Terry and Dotty Hayes

Peter Hirshberg

Jennifer and Chuck House

Christine Hughes and 
Abe Ostrovsky

The Joan and Irwin 
Jacobs Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

Pitch and Cathie Johnson

The Steven and Michele 
Kirsch Foundation

Peter and Beth Karpas

KLA-Tencor

Lam Research

Linear Technology

Pierre and Pam Omidyar

Stephen Squires and 
Ann Marmor-Squires

Karen and Mark Tucker

Xilinx

Peter and Cindy Ziebelman

Individual Annual Donors*

CORE CIRCLE

CORE BENEFACTOR 64K+

Anonymous

Bell Family Trust

Donna Dubinsky and 
Leonard Shustek

Lawrence and Janice Finch

Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Gardner C. Hendrie and 
Karen Johansen

Dave House

Pitch and Cathie Johnson

Gloria Miner

Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation

Grant and Dorrit Saviers

Moshe Yanai

CORE PATRON 32K+ 

Chris and Carol Espinosa

Bill and Gay Krause

John and Sheree Shoch

CORE SPONSOR 16K+

Al and Katie Alcorn

Bill Campbell

Eric and Elaine Hahn

Severns Family Foundation

Laurence Spitters 
Foundation 

CORE PARTNER 8K+

Paul Baran

Joel and Francine Bion

William Carrico

David N. Cutler

John and Ann Doerr

Bill and Phyllis Draper

The Joan and Irwin 
Jacobs Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

Urs Hoelzle

Steve and  Karla Jurvetson

Terry and Dotty Hayes

John and Andrea Hennessy

John C. and Mindy W. Hollar

Dr. Nancy and Sheldon Laube

The McMurtry Family 
Foundation 

Gordon and Betty Moore

Isaac Nassi and Ronee Nassi

Jim and Stephanie Nisbet

Gregory M. Papadopoulos

Bernard L. Peuto

Dave Rossetti and Jan Avent

Stephen S. Smith and Paula 
K. Smith Family Foundation 

The Vadasz Family Fund 

CORE CLUB

CORE COMPANION $7K+

Peggy Burke and 
Dennis Boyle

Peter and Beth Karpas

William and Joan Pratt

Jeff Hawkins and 
Janet Strauss

CORE INVESTOR $5K+

Arthur and Jeanne Astrin

Stephen Donaldson

Diane Green and Mendel 
Rodenblum

Eli and Britt Harari

William and Margo Harding

Jeff and Rudi Katz

The Markkula Foundation

Philip McKinney

Nils M. Nilsson and 
Grace M. Abbott

Raymie Stata

Jean E. Sammet

CORE CONTRIBUTOR $3K+

Anonymous

Gene and Marian Amdahl

Craig and Barbara Barrett

Robin Beresford and 
Robert Garner

Ned Chapin

Yogen and Peggy Dalal

Peggy and Reid Dennis

Fusun Ertemalp

*As of June 30, 2011

MUSEUM DONORS



Nestler-matho 500 
Data Bank, ca. 1988
The German company Nestler 
was one of the largest makers 
of slide rules. As the market 
declined in the 1970s, the 
company refocused on promo-
tional merchandise like this 
data bank and calculator for 
Ardent Computer Corporation.

The Computer History 
Museum is the world’s lead-
ing institution exploring the 
history of computing and its 
ongoing impact on society. 
It is home to the largest 
international collection of 
computing artifacts in the 
world, including com-
puter hardware, software, 
documentation, ephemera, 
photographs, and mov-
ing images. The Museum 
brings computer history to 
life through an acclaimed 
speaker series, dynamic 
website, on-site tours, and 
physical exhibitions.  

CURRENT EXHIBITS
Revolution: The First 2000 
Years of Computing 
Everyone uses computers. 
Few know the story of how 
they came to be. Revolu-
tion is the only historically 
authoritative exhibition ex-
ploring the explosive growth 
of computers, software and 
networking. It chronicles 
the evolution and impact of 
modern computing from the 
abacus to the smart phone. 
This 25,000 sq. ft. multimedia 
experience is a technological 
wonderland that immerses 
visitors in the sights, sounds, 
and stories of the computer 
revolution. 

Babbage Difference 
Engine No. 2 
The Story of the First 
Computer Pioneer 
Charles Babbage (1791-
1871) designed the fi rst 
modern programmable 
computer—complete with a 
printer—but he failed to build 
it. Engineers at the London 
Science Museum fi nally built 
the fi rst working Babbage 
Engine in 2002. The Babbage 
Difference Engine No. 2 on 
display at the Museum has 
8,000 parts, weighs fi ve tons 
and measures 11 feet in 
length. Learn more about 
this extraordinary object and 
the people who built it.  

Mastering the 
Game: A History of 
Computer Chess 
The history of computer 
chess is a fi ve-decade long 
quest, beginning in the 
earliest days of computing 
and refl ecting the ongoing 
advances in hardware 
and software. Chess pre-
sented the perfect computing 
challenge: a simple set of 
rules enabling games 
of stupefying complexity. 
Learn more about the jour-
ney to build a computer 
that challenged the world’s 
best chess players.  

PDP-1 
Digital Equipment 
Corporation’s (DEC) PDP-1 
was the fi rst commercial 
computers designed to in-
teract with a single user. The 
Museum’s restoration team 
brought the PDP-1 back 
to working condition. They 
retrieved data from its main 
memory, restored all the 
peripherals and loaded the 
machine with vintage games, 
including SpaceWar! 

 

HOURS
Wednesday–Sunday: 
10 am–5 pm

CONTACT
Computer History Museum
1401 N. Shoreline Blvd
Mountain View, CA 94043
info@computerhistory.org
650.810.1010

Board of Trustees

Leonard J. Shustek
Chairman
Vencraft, LLC 

Dave Anderson
GridIron Systems

C. Gordon Bell
Microsoft Corporation 

Grady Booch 
IBM Thomas J. Watson 
Research Center

Peggy Burke 
1185 Design

Lori Kulvin Crawford
SPO Partners & Co. 

Donna Dubinsky
Numenta

David Emerson
Funzio

Edward Feigenbaum 
Stanford University

Eric Hahn 
Inventures Group

Dotty Hayes 
Intuit, Inc. (retired)

Bill Harding
VantagePoint Venture 
Partners

Gardner Hendrie
Sigma Partners

Charles House
Cogswell Polytechnic College 

Dave House
Brocade Communications 
Systems Inc. 

Peter Karpas
Paypal

Dave Martin
280 Capital Partners

John Mashey 
Techvisor 

Donald J. Massaro
Sendmail

Phil McKinney
Personal Systems Group, HP

Debby Meredith
JAFCO Ventures

Ike Nassi
SAP Labs, LLC

Greg Papadopoulos 
New Enterprise Associates

Bernard L. Peuto
Concord Consulting

Rich Redelfs
Foundation Capital

Dave Rossetti
Cisco Systems, Inc. 

F. Grant Saviers
InPronto, Inc.

John F. Shoch
Alloy Ventures

Steve Smith
Arma Partners

Raymie Stata
Yahoo, Inc.

Richard S. Tedlow
Harvard Business School

Jan Uddenfeldt
SonyEricsson

Dr. Curtis Widdoes, Jr. 
Retired from EDA, 2006

Mitchell Zimmerman
Fenwick & West

Susan Wojcicki
Google, Inc.

NextGen 
Advisory Board

Alec Detwiler
Co-chair 
Apple

Sunil Nagaraj 
Co-chair
Bessemer Venture Partners 

Julia Grace
VigLink

Bobby Johnson
Facebook

Armando Mann
Dropbox

Raja Ramachandran
Intel Capital 

Archana Ravichandran
Google, Inc. 

Rama Sekhar
Norwest Venture Partners 

Janet Zhou
BlueRun Ventures 

Jeremiah Stone
SAP Labs 

Carrie Walsh
Executive Advisor of 
the NextGen Board
Silicon Valley Bank

Silicon Valley Bank is the 
Founding Sponsor  of the 
NextGen Advisory Board

ABOUT THE MUSEUM



 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd
Mountain View, CA 94043   
650.810.1010  
computerhistory.org


