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WHO INVENTED
THE COMPUTER?

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N

Everyone knows who invented the  
printing press, the electric light bulb, and 
the airplane. So it is mildly embarrassing 
that we can’t give visitors to the Com-
puter History Museum a simple answer 
when they ask the obvious question: who 
invented the computer?

There are actually many answers. My 
favorite is “Charles Babbage,” who in 
1837 invented a mechanical computer that 
was general-purpose, digital, and program-
mable. But he failed to build it. Maybe 
that failure explains why little progress 
was made in the next hundred years, even 
though the technology was there. Someone 
could have built a programmable computer 
out of electromagnetic relays in the late 
1800s, but no one did. Was it the lack of 
need? Or a lack of imagination?

Serious work wasn’t resumed until Alan 
Turing—whose birthday centennial we 
celebrated this June—invented in 1936 
an entirely theoretical computer that we 
now call a “Turing Machine,” and proved 
it was as powerful as any computer that 
could ever be built. Suddenly the race was 
on, and real computers—or computer-like 
calculators—appeared all over. 

These potential computer inventors are 
not household names like Thomas Edison. 
They are Atanasoff-Berry, Konrad Zuse, 
Tommy Flowers, George Stibitz, Williams-
Kilburn, Howard Aiken, Maurice Wilkes, 
Eckert and Mauchly, John von Neumann, 
and others. They are all interesting char-
acters, and each contributed a piece to the 

rich fabric of this history. For an 
easy introduction to the tableau, see the 
movie “Who Invented the Computer?” 
in the online version of our exhibition 
Revolution: The First 2000 Years 
of Computing, computerhistory.org/
revolution/birth-of-the-computer/4/91.

Another reason why it is diffi cult to give 
a simple answer to the “who invented” 
question is that we don’t know what 

“computer” means. It depends on what 
adjectives you put in front of it. Electronic? 
Programmable? General-purpose? Digital? 
Stored-program? With enough adjectives, 
anything can qualify as a fi rst.

We revel in these nuances. Truth be 
told, history is rarely simple.  Even “who 
invented the airplane” doesn’t really have 
a simple answer that everyone has at the 
tip of the tongue.

Our mission is to explain and celebrate 
the real truth, even if it isn’t simple. Thank 
you for helping us tell the complicated, 
exhilarating, frustrating, and endlessly fas-
cinating story of the history of computers.

L E N  S H U S T E K
C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  B OA R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Cover:
Felt & Tarrant, 
Comptometer (ca. 1890): The 
Comptometer was the fi rst 
commercially succesful key-
driven mechanical calculator. 
More than 6,500 were made.

Opposite Page:
Burroughs Corporation’s  
ILLIAC IV Processing 
Element: This is one of 64 
processing elements with 
memory built for the ILLIAC 
IV parallel computer. The 
only ILLIAC IV made was 
moved to the Navy’s Moffett 
Field in California in 1971 to 
avoid Vietnam War turmoil on 
university campuses.



DEAR FRIENDS
OF THE MUSEUM

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C E O

Going Places is the title of our latest  
exhibition, and those same words could 
easily describe the Museum’s year in 
fi scal 2012.

Throughout its long and distinguished 
history, the Museum has focused squarely 
on our mission to preserve and present the 
artifacts and stories of the information age.  
In 2012, we not only continued to pursue 
and celebrate that mission: we broadened 
our approach to interpret computing’s 
indelible impact on our modern lives.

Going Places: The History of Google 
Maps with Street View connects comput-
ing’s past to the future for Museum visitors 
with just that goal in mind. Upon its open-
ing in June 2012, Going Places began tak-
ing visitors behind the scenes of one of the 
most fascinating and useful breakthroughs 
to emerge from Google’s vast arsenal of 
computing applications. As you’ll see in 
these pages, we’ve commandeered for the 
exhibition one of the actual Street View ve-
hicles used to map cities and towns across 
the world—and a “tricycle” that squeezes 
into places where a car can’t fi t.  Digital 
media brings the on-street experience to 
life.  And the historical elements of the ex-
hibition show that—as with so much in the 
history of computing—today’s Street View 
technology evolved from and is connected 
to the dream of visual street navigation 
that began a century ago.

The year was marked by a second major 
breakthrough for us: the acquisition of 
the historic lab and patent notebooks of 
Fairchild Semiconductor. These notebooks, 
described by the San Jose Mercury News as 

“the tech equivalent of the Magna Carta,” 
tell the fi rst-hand story of how a band of 
brilliant and determined scientists and 

engineers at Fairchild brought the planar 
integrated circuit into being—and thereby 
changed the world forever.  The work of 
Hoerni, Noyce, Moore, Last, Grove and 
others at Fairchild will now be conserved 
and made accessible here at the Museum 
for all time as the result of this landmark 
gift, which was made possible by Texas 
Instruments. Being selected as the home 
of these precious documents is a singular 
event in the life of the Museum and, in my 
view, very much cements our status as a 
world-class collecting institution.

Through it all, we enjoyed record annual 
attendance, the robust growth of traffi c on 
computerhistory.org, a signifi cant expan-
sion of our oral history program to Russia, 
the launch of our Revolutionaries televi-
sion series on kqed television and radio, 
the successful debut of our Get Invested 
education program, and 370 events in 365 
days.  If this progress indicates that we are 
indeed “going places” as an institution, 
it’s because we continue to enjoy your 
support as a community in so many ways. 
Thank you!

Yours sincerely,

J O H N  C .  H O L L A R
P R E S I D E N T  &  C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R



E X H I B I T I O N  U P DAT E

T H E  H I S TO RY  O F  G O O G L E  M A P S  W I T H  S T R E E T  V I E W

GOING
PLACES





E X H I B I T I O N  U P DAT E

Since 2007, Google Maps 
with Street View has transformed 
our ideas about going places, 
from faraway lands to a restau-
rant across town. Visitors to the 
exhibit can sit inside a Street View 
car, ride a Street View trike, hear 
behind the scenes stories from 
the Google Street View team, and 
learn about vintage street views, 
including the revolutionary Aspen 
Movie Map project from 1978.

GOOGLE 
MAPS WITH
STREET VIEW



A RT I FA C T  U P DAT E

FAIRCHILD
PAPERS
The Museum is very excited 
about acquiring over 1,000 patent 
notebooks originating from the 
pioneering Silicon Valley company, 
Fairchild Semiconductor, through 
a generous donation from Texas 
Instruments. Fairchild, founded
 in 1957, was one of the pioneer-
ing technology companies in 
Silicon Valley. The history-making 
contribution of Fairchild’s found-
ers was the development of the 
planar process, a technique that 
enabled the high-volume produc-
tion of integrated circuits. In fact, 
Jean Hoerni’s 1957 notebook 
includes a hand drawn sketch 
of the original planar technology 
that improved the reliability of 
all semiconductors  and revolu-
tionized the science and manu-
facturing of microelectronics. 
In addition, of particular signifi -
cance are notebooks from 
Gordon Moore, Jay Last, Andy 
Grove and Robert Noyce. 



MIKE CASSIDY, SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

 “...THE TECH EQUIVALENT OF 
THE MAGNA CARTA AND THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
AND THE CONSTITUTION   ...”



FY2012
HIGHLIGHTS

JIM WILLIAMS:
AN ANALOG LIFE



2
New exhibits: Going Places: The History of Google Maps 
with Street View and An Analog Life: Jim Williams 215

Hours of exposure on public television, C-SPAN and KQED

134,141
Visitors

25
Celebrating 25 Years of Fellow Awards

370 2500
Events in 365 days Student visitors

+





AN EVENTFUL 
YEAR
07.24.11  
Something Ventured

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speakers
Molly Davis
Founding Partner, 
Rainmaker Communications

Dan Geller
Filmmaker, 
Geller Goldfi ne Production

Dayna Goldfi ne
Filmmaker, 
Geller Goldfi ne Production

07.27.11 
MIPS: Risking it all on RISC

Moderator
David L. House
Chairman, Brocade Commu-
nications Systems, Inc.

Speakers
Joseph DiNucci
Professional Coach and 
Partner, Enabling Thought 
Leadership

John L. Hennessy
President, 
Stanford University

Bob Miller
Founder and CEO,
CloudPrime

Skip Stritter
Founder, MIPS

08.24.11 
Software Patent Debate 

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speakers 
FOR: Bob Zeidman
President, Zeidman 
Consulting

AGAINST: Edward A. Lee
Professor of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer 
Science, UC Berkeley

09.21.11 
Venture Capital in the Valley: 
Past, Present & Future

Moderator
Richard Waters
Editor, Financial Times

Speakers 
Dick Kramlich
Chairman, NEA Management 
Company

Theresia Gouw Ranzetta
Partner, Accel Partners

10.15.11 
An Analog Life: 
Remembering Jim Williams

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO
Computer History Museum

Speakers
Steve Young
Founder and CTO, 
Bam Labs Inc.

Steve Pietkiewicz 
Vice President, Power Man-
agement Products, Linear 
Technology

Gregory Kovacs
Professor, Stanford Univer-
sity, Department of Electrical 
Engineering

Bob Dobkin
Co-Founder and CTO of 
Linear Technology

10.25 .11
Worm: The First Digital 
World War.

Moderator
John Markoff
Senior Writer, 
The New York Times

Speakers 
Mark Bowden
Author

T.J. Campana
Senior Program Manager, 
Digital Crimes Unit, 
Microsoft

11.05.11 
The Challenge and Promise 
of Artifi cial Intelligence, a 
Bay Area Science Festival 
Wonder Dialog

Moderator
Tim Olson
VP, Digital Media and 
Education, KQED

Speakers
Dr. Eric Horvitz
Distinguished Scientist, 
Microsoft Research

Dr. Peter Norvig
Director of Research, Google

11.08.11 
The Technology of Animation

Moderator
Philip McKinney
Trustee, Computer History 
Museum

Speakers
Jeffrey Katzenberg
CEO, Dreamworks

Ed Leonard
CTO, Dreamworks 

11.15.11 
A Computer Called Watson: 
IBM Research’s David 
Ferrucci in Conversation with 
the Financial Times’ Richard 
Waters 

Moderator
Richard Waters
Editor, Financial Times

Speaker
Dr. David Ferrucci
IBM Fellow, Watson Prin-
cipal Investigator for IBM 
Research

12.13.11 
Steve Jobs: The Authorized 
Biography

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Walter Isaacson
Author

01.12.12
An Evening with Google’s 
Marissa Mayer

Moderator
Laura Sydell
NPR  Digital Culture 
Correspondent

Speaker
Marissa Mayer
Vice President of Local, 
Maps, and Location 
Services, Google

02.16.12
Beyond the Obvious: Killer 
Questions that Spark Game-
Changing Innovation

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Philip McKinney
Author and Trustee, 
Computer History Museum

02.24.12
Woven on the Loom of 
Sorrow: The Co-Evolution 
of Computing and Confl ict, 
presented by Grady Booch

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Grady Booch
Author and Trustee, 
Computer History Museum

03.07.12
Turing’s Cathedral

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
George Dyson
Author

03.28.12
The Idea Factory: 
Bell Labs and the Great Age 
of American Innovation

Moderator
Dave Iverson
KQED

Speaker
Jon Gertner
Author

05.09.12
From the UNIVAC to Web 
2.0: Politics, Computers and 
the Making of a 21st Century 
Presidency

Moderator
Richard Tedlow
Emeritus Professor, Harvard 
Business School & Author

Speakers
Christopher Lehane
Partner, Fabiani & Lehane

Sarah Feinberg
Director, Policy Communica-
tions, Facebook

Tucker Bounds
Manager, Corporate 
Communications, Facebook 

06.12.12
Doing Well by Doing Good

Moderator
Dave Iverson
KQED

Speakers
Matthew Flannery
Co-Founder & CEO, Kiva

John Wood
Founder, Room to Read

06.18.12
Driving Innovation: Detroit 
Comes to Silicon Valley—
An Evening with Bill Ford

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Bill Ford
Executive Chairman, 
Ford Motor Company

06.27.12
Transforming Music: From 
Guitar Hero to Robotic Opera 
& Beyond

Moderator
John C. Hollar
President & CEO, 
Computer History Museum

Speaker
Tod Machover
Composer & Muriel R. 
Cooper Professor of Music & 
Media at the MIT Media Lab



FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
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$3,721

$4,469  
20%

$3,702  
–17%

$7,493  
102%

$9,556 
28% $7,615

–20%

 R E V E N U E  G R OW T H  Y E A R  OV E R  Y E A R  ($K)

I N C O M E  S TAT E M E N T  ($K)

Total Revenue

Total Expenses

Net Operating Income

   

FY 2012

$7,615 

$7,298 

$317*

FY 2011

$9,556 

$6,697

$2,859* 

R E V E N U E  C AT E G O R I E S  ($K)

Donations

Public Programs

Venue Rental

Other Income

$4,678  

$1,151  

$1,499 

$287 

$7,615 

$8,099

$562

$877

$18

$9,556

E X P E N S E  C AT E G O R I E S  ($K)

Operations

Content & Public Programs

Marketing & Development

$1,202 

$5,481 

$615

$7,298 

$870

$5,111

$716

$6,697

*Earnings before interest, depreciation, amortization and investment gains and losses



R E V E N U E  B Y  C AT E G O RY  ($K)

E X P E N S E S  B Y  C AT E G O RY  ($K)

D O N AT I O N S  B Y  T Y P E  O F  D O N O R  ($K)

MARKETING &
DEVELOPMENT
8%

OPERATIONS
16%

CONTENT & 
PUBLIC
PROGRAMS
75%

Total

$4,678

Total

$7,298

CORPORATIONS &
FOUNDATIONS
71%

INDIVIDUALS
29%

DONATIONS
61% VENUE RENTAL

20%

OTHER INCOME
7%

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
15%Total

$7,615



MUSEUM DONORS

Capital Campaign Donors

EXA / $10M+

Donna Dubinsky* and
Leonard J Shustek*

Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation

Elaine and Eric Hahn*

PETA / $5M–$9.99M 

L. John Doerr and Ann Doerr

Jeff Hawkins and
Janet Strauss

Gardner Hendrie* and
Karen Johansen

House Family Foundation*

Intel Corporation

Intuit, in honor of founder
Scott Cook

  TERA / $1M–$4.99M

Anonymous

Gwen and C. Gordon Bell

Mike and Kristina Homer

Burgess and
Elizabeth Jamieson

Gloria Miner

Max and Jodie Palevsky

Charles Simonyi Fund
for Arts & Sciences

John* and Sheree Shoch

GIGA / $500K–$999K 

Bill and Roberta Campbell

Lawrence and Janice Finch

Fry’s Electronics

Sheldon Laube and
Nancy Engel, MD

Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation

Grant* and Dorrit Saviers

Edward and Pamela Taft

Pierluigi Zappacosta
and Enrica D’Ettorre

MEGA / $100K–$499K 

Applied Materials

Steve Blank and Alison
Elliott

Campbell Fund

Patricia and Gene Carter

David Cheriton

Yogen and Peggy Dalal

Dunlevie Family

Fairchild Semiconductor

Robin Beresford and
Robert Garner 

Harvey Family

Andrea and John Hennessy

The Hitz Foundation

Mark Horowitz and
Jody Buckley

The Dirk and Charlene
Kabcenell Foundation

John Mashey* and 
Angela Hey

Burton and
Deedee McMurtry

Ike* and Ronee Nassi

National Semiconductor

The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation

Bernard L Peuto*

The Harry and Carol Saal
Family Foundation

Daniel and Charmaine
Warmenhoven 

KILO / 5K–$100K 

Sally M Abel and
Mogens Lauritzen

David and Robin Anderson

David Babcock

Peggy Burke* and
Dennis Boyle

Lori Kulvin Crawford*

Andrea Cunningham and
Rand Siegfried

David Emerson*

Carol and Chris Espinosa

Judy Estrin

Jack and Casey Carsten

Samuel H Fuller

Terry and Dotty Hayes*

Peter Hirshberg

Jennifer and Chuck House*

Christine Hughes and
Abe Ostrovsky

The Joan and Irwin
Jacobs Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation

Pitch and Cathie Johnson

The Steven and Michele
Kirsch Foundation

Peter and Beth Karpas*

KLA-Tencor

Lam Research

Linear Technology

Pierre and Pam Omidyar

Stephen Squires and
Ann Marmor-Squires

Karen and Mark Tucker

Xilinx

Peter and Cindy Ziebelman

Individual Annual Donors

65,536 CORE DONORS 

Donna Dubinsky* and 
Leonard Shustek*

Gardner Hendrie* and 
Karen Johansen

House Family Foundation*

Pitch and Cathie Johnson

Mark and Debra Leslie

32,768”CORE DONORS  

Bell Family Foundation*

Memorex@50

John and Sheree Shoch*

Laurence L. Spitters

16,384 CORE DONORS

In Memory of Paul Baran

David Bohnett Foundation

Bill Campbell

Carol and Chris Espinosa

Lawrence and Janice Finch

Elaine and Eric Hahn*

Urs Hoelzle and Geeske Joel

Bill and Gay Krause

Gary and Eileen 
Morgenthaler

Grant* and Dorrit Saviers

8,192 CORE DONORS 

Al and Katie Alcorn

William Carrico

David N. Cutler

Ann and John Doerr

Bill and Phyllis Draper

Judy Estrin

William* and Margo Harding

Jeff Hawkins and Janet 
Strauss

Hitz Foundation

The Joan and Irwin Jacobs 
Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

The McMurtry Family 
Foundation

Gordon and Betty Moore

Isaac* and Ronee Nassi

Jim and Stephanie Nisbet

Bernard L. Peuto and 
Ann Bertaud-Peuto*

Rich* and Susan Redelfs

David Rossetti and 
Jan Avent*

Stephen S. Smith* and Paula 
K. Smith Family Foundation

Richard S. Tedlow*

The Vadasz Family Fund

Susan Wojcicki* and Dennis 
Troper

4,096 CORE DONORS 

Arthur and Jeanne Astrin

Tim and Bonnie Bajarin

Craig and Barbara Barrett

Joe T. Booker

Peggy Burke* and Dennis 
Boyle

Ed Colligan

Yogen and Peggy Dalal

Geschke Foundation

Dan F. Greiner

Eli and Britt Harari

Terry and Dotty Hayes*

Rudi and Jeff Katz

John Lovitt

Linda and Mike Markkula

John Mashey* and 
Angela Hey

Don and Joyce Massaro*

Katherine and Robert 
Maxfi eld

Debby Meredith* and 
Curtis Cole

Dr. and Mrs. Gavin Michael*

Stanley and Joan Myers

Gregory Papadopoulos* and 
Laurie Cantley

Donald R. Proctor*

Giorgio Ronchi

Jean E. Sammet

Raymie* and Kimberly Stata

John and Sandra Thompson

Guy Tribble and Susan 
Barnes

Bruce Wonnacott

2,048 CORE DONORS 

The Harlan E. Anderson 
Foundation

Robin Beresford and 
Robert Garner

Barry and Sharla Boehm

Raja Bose

As of June, 2012 *Computer History Museum Board of Trustees



Corporate Donors

studio1500

UPRIGHT 
M A R K E T I N G

SUSTAINING 100K+

SUPPORTING 10K+

FOUNDING 50K+

INVESTING LEVEL 25K+

Ned Chapin

Aart de Geus and 
Esther John

Kelny A. Denebeim

Edward Feigenbaum* and 
Penny Nii

Matthew and Connie Ives 
Family Fund

Peter* and Beth Karpas

Sheldon Laube and Nancy 
Laube, M.D.

Loewenstern Foundation

James and Patricia 
Markevitch

J. Eric Mason

The McElwee Family

Philip McKinney*

Donald and Helen Nielson

Niemasik Kaufman 
Family Fund

James N. Porter

William and Joan Pratt

Arthur and Toni Rembe Rock

Rob Shaw

Jan* and Sylvia Uddenfeldt

L. Curtis Widdoes Jr.*

Family of Stanley B. Williams

Paul Winalski

Wade and Brenda Woodson

Warren Yogi

1,024 CORE DONORS 

David Anderson*

Robin Anderson

Anonymous

Molly and Rick Bahr

John and Sheila Banning

Allen Baum and Donya White

Brian Berg and Joyce Avery

John and Maggie Best

Lyle Bickley

Nancy Blachman and 
David DesJardins

Gene and Patricia Carter

John and Norma Crawford

William and Sonja Davidow

Christopher DeArcangelis

Peggy and Reid Dennis

Anand* and Sonali 
Deshpande

Lloyd and Eleanor Dickman

Eric Dunn

Lester D. Earnest and 
Marian Lofgren

David Emerson*

Irwin and Concepcion 
Federman

Norman Fogelsong

Robert Frankston

John Galloway

John Gustafson

Dave and Deanna Gustavson

Marcian and Judith Hoff

Charles* and Jennifer House

Jon Iwata, IBM Corporation

Anita Jones and William Wulf

The Dirk and Charlene 
Kabcenell Foundation

Robert Kahn and Patrice 
Lyons

Herbert and Lee Kanner

Steven and Michele Kirsch 
Foundation

Donald and Jill Knuth

Tom E. Kopec and Leah 
Carneiro

Thomas E. Kurtz

Sandra L. Kurtzig

Bernard LaCroute

Catherine Lego

Mr. Roy Levin and Jan 
Thomson

David Martin*

Craig J. Mathias

Kirk McKusick and Eric 
Allman

Carver A. Mead and 
Barbara Smith

Mendelsohn Family Fund

The Bill and Dianne Mensch 
Foundation

Mooring Family Foundation

Dean and Lavon Morton

Jane and Malachy Moynihan

Jami and Stephen 
Nachtsheim

Duane Northcutt and Monica 
Lam

Lorna and Donn Parker

Paul Pierce

Bill Pollock

Bruce Ray and Miriam Ungar

Tim and Lisa Robinson

Mark Roos and Catherine 
Rossi-Roos

Lee Ann Rucker

Peter and Valerie Samson

Dr. Harry Sello and Sheila 
Kendis Sello

Jean Shuler

Elizabeth and Roger Sippl

Alvy Ray Smith and Alison 
Gopnik

Lee and Robert Sproull

Wendy Stahl

Bob Supnik

Edward and Pamela Taft

Kirsten and Todor Tashev

TOSA Foundation

Jeanie Nieri Treichel

Al Whaley

Ann L. Winblad

Carrie and Robert Zeidman



ABOUT THE MUSEUM

The Computer History 
Museum is the world’s lead-
ing institution exploring the 
history of computing and 
its ongoing impact on soci-
ety. It is home to the largest 
international collection of 
computing artifacts in the 
world, including com-
puter hardware, software, 
documentation, ephemera, 
photographs, and mov-
ing images. The Museum 
brings computer history to 
life through an acclaimed 
speaker series, dynamic 
website, on-site tours, and 
exhibitions. 

HOURS
Wednesday–Sunday 
10 am–5 pm

CONTACT
Computer History Museum
1401 N. Shoreline Blvd
Mountain View, CA 94043
info@computerhistory.org
650.810.1010

      Like us on Facebook.    
      com/computerhistory

      Follow us on Twitter 
      @computerhistory

      Follow us on YouTube.
      com/computerhistory

CURRENT EXHIBITS
Revolution: The First 2000 
Years of Computing 
Everyone uses computers. 
Few know the story of how 
they came to be. Revolu-
tion is the only historically 
authoritative exhibition ex-
ploring the explosive growth 
of computers, software, and 
networking. It chronicles 
the evolution and impact of 
modern computing from the 
abacus to the smartphone. 
This 25,000 sq. ft. multimedia 
experience is a technological 
wonderland that immerses 
visitors in the sights, sounds, 
and stories of the computer 
revolution. 

Babbage Difference 
Engine No. 2: 
The Story of the First 
Computer Pioneer 
Charles Babbage (1791-
1871) designed the fi rst 
modern programmable 
computer—complete with a 
printer—but he failed to build 
it. Engineers at the London 
Science Museum fi nally built 
the fi rst working Babbage 
Engine in 2002. The Babbage 
Difference Engine No. 2 
on display at the Museum 
has 8,000 parts, weighs fi ve 
tons, and measures 11 feet 
in length. Learn more about 
this extraordinary object and 
the people who built it. 

Going Places: 
The History of Google Maps 
with Street View
Since 2007, Google Maps with 
Street View has transformed 
our ideas about going places, 
from faraway lands to a res-
taurant across town. Visitors 
to the exhibit can sit inside a 
Street View car, ride a Street 
View trike, hear behind the 
scenes stories from the 
Google Street View team, and 
learn about vintage street 
views, including the revo-
lutionary Aspen Movie Map 
project from 1978.

PDP-1 
Digital Equipment Corpora-
tion’s (DEC) PDP-1 was 
the fi rst commercial comput-
er designed to interact with 
a single user. The Museum’s 
restoration team brought 
a PDP-1 back to working 
condition. They retrieved 
data from its main memory, 
restored all the peripherals, 
and loaded the machine with 
vintage games, including 
SpaceWar! 

An Analog Life: 
Remembering Jim Williams 
A temporary display featur-
ing the workbench of legend-
ary analog circuit guru Jim 
Williams. Visitors can learn 
about the importance and 
impact of analog circuits on 
current technology and be 
inspired by the life and work 
of Jim Williams.

SUPPORT 
Generous contributions 
from individuals like you 
support our work in collec-
tions, exhibit development, 
and educational program-
ming. We strive to foster 
greater understanding of 
the computing revolution’s 
worldwide impact on the 
human experience. Please 
help us tell the fascinating 
stories of the information 
age by making a gift today. 
Go to computerhistory.org/
contribute/

Krantz Elektronik’s 
Mulby M Computer  (1970)
The modular Mulby M was 
marketed both to system inte-
grators and end users. Krantz 
bundled engineering and con-
sulting services with the hard-
ware. Mulbys were used for 
word processing, factory and 
building automation, machine 
tool control, and information 
display systems.





 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd
Mountain View, CA 94043   
650.810.1010  
computerhistory.org


